
TERMS OF REFERENCE 

Responsible Unit: Education 

Location: Dushanbe, Tajikistan 

Type of contract: Contract for Individual Consultants 

Contractor: 

Contract duration: 1 March 2023 – 31 December 2023 

Title of activity: Increased ICT competencies of secondary education and 
VET teachers 

Coverage: Tajikistan 

N.Telesaliyev



Background 

UNESCO is implementing an EU-funded project: “Strengthening Competency-Based and ICT-
Enabled STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) and VET (Vocational 
Education and Training) Education and Teacher- Training in Tajikistan” in recognition of the 
scarcity of the skilled teaching workforce as well as the need to improve the quality of learning 
resources. The project benefits from financial support from the European Union under the 
Action Document "Quality Education Support Programme II". 

To support Tajikistan in making progress towards the achievement of SDG 4 and implementing 
its recently adopted National Strategy for Education Development for the period until 2030, 
the project aims to revise textbooks, teaching and learning materials for selected STEM subjects 
(biology, chemistry, and physics) based on competency-based curricula at the secondary 
education and VET levels, train teachers, and equip the teacher training institutes/centres with 
ICT and STEM equipment. 

This project will support the Ministry of Education and Science (MoES) and the Ministry of 
Labour, Migration and Employment of Population (MoLMEP) of the Republic of Tajikistan to 
strengthen the quality of education and competency-based education in STEM fields with the 
use of ICTs. 

Recognizing the importance of ICT for education, and the critical role of teachers in it, 
UNESCO has developed the ICT Competency Framework for Teachers (ICT-CFT).  

The UNESCO ICT-CFT was developed in partnership with CISCO, Intel, ISTE and Microsoft and 
subject matter experts. The ICT-CFT identifies the competencies that teachers should 
develop to use technology effectively in the classroom. The Framework informs educational 
policy makers, teacher-educators, providers of professional learning and working teachers 
on the role of ICT in educational reform.  

UNESCO provides technical assistance to Member States that would like to implement 
competency-based teacher training reforms to facilitate ICT-pedagogy integration. This 
initiative guides Member States in determining and developing the required ICT 
competencies for teachers that are clearly aligned with their policy vision, goals, curriculum 
and ICT in Education Master Plans. These national standards provide the framework for the 
development of a comprehensive roadmap that promotes competency-based ICT teacher 
training programmes where teachers’ development is systematically guided, monitored, 
assessed, and tracked at policy and institutional levels. 

UNESCO is hiring a national consultant (Coordinator for working group “ICT competency standards 
for teachers, hereinafter referred to as “ICT-CST)”) to support and coordinate the implementation 
of the Output 1.4. “Increased ICT competencies of secondary education and VET teachers” 



1. Assignment:

The Contractor shall perform the following work assignments under the overall authority of the 
Director of the UNESCO Almaty Cluster Office for Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, and 
Uzbekistan, and the direct supervision of Education Programme Specialist and Project 
coordinator:  

▪ Plan and implement selected project-related events and activities, including the
conduct of national workshops (or online webinars/meetings);

▪ Conduct follow-up activities of the working group meetings and other discussions
within the project to ensure the smooth and timely implementation of the Output 1.4.
“Increased ICT competencies of secondary education and VET teachers” including
public consultations with active engagement of the working group;

▪ Work with the MoES   and provide methodological support to working group on ICT-
CST according to the implementation plan.

▪ Work with MOES and provide methodological support to working groups of the
subjects “Biology”, “Chemistry”, “Physics” to ensure textbooks and TLMs are ICT-
enabled.

Specific tasks 

a) Support the arranging and coordination of the first National Workshop on development
of ICT competency standards for teachers (ICT -CST);

b) Facilitate the completion of development of national ICT competency standards;
c) Arrange and conduct validation of the ICT competency standards;
d) Facilitate the submission of validated ICT competency standards for approval by

National Academy of Education (NAE);
e) Facilitate the submission of ICT competency standards for endorsement by the Ministry

of Education and Science of the Republic of Tajikistan (MoES RT);
f) Support the arranging and coordination of the second National Workshop on

incorporating the ICT competency standards into the teacher training programmes,
both pre-service and in-service;

g) Facilitate the finalization of teacher training programmes and revise them as per
received comments, if any, from UNESCO;

h) Facilitate the submission of teacher training programmes for approval by the
Republican Teacher Training Institute at in-service level, Academic Methodological
Association at pre-service level; and final endorsement by Ministry of Education and
Science of the Republic of Tajikistan.



Deliverables 

▪ ICT competency standards are validated and submitted to National Academy of
Education (NAE) for approval – by 20 July 2023

▪ ICT competency standards are submitted for endorsement by the Ministry of Education
and Science of the Republic of Tajikistan – by 20 August 2023

▪ Approved ICT competency standards are integrated into teacher training programmes
for pre-service and in-service teacher education institutions (TEIs) – by 20 October
2023. 

▪ Teacher training programmes for pre-service and in-service TEIs are submitted for
endoursement by Ministry of Education and Science of the Republic of Tajikistan - by
20 November 2023.

▪ A final report on activities of Output 1.4. by 20 November 2023.

It is agreed that: 

i. any possible bank charges of the contractor shall be charged to the contractual amount;

ii. all payments related to this contract will be done based on UN Exchange Currency Rate;

iii. all expenses exceeded the amount of the contract is the responsibility of the Contractor.

UNESCO and EU shall be credited in all possible publicity related to this contract through 

publications, website and other information supports. The discalimer should be 
included ‘This publication was funded/co-funded by the European Union. Its contents 
are the sole responsibility of <name of the author/partner>and do not necessarily 
reflect the views of the European Union.’

In line with UNESCO’s overall gender mainstreaming strategy, UNESCO will integrate a gender 

perspective and apply gender analysis and mainstreaming concepts whenever feasible. 

Ensure, upon written consultation with UNESCO, that the logos of UNESCO and EU are 
displayed in accordance with the Guidelines on the use of the UNESCO logo. 




